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Democratic party to win the election. Among
the principles advocated by the modern Re-
publican party are the need of a protective
tariff and opposition to the doctrine of states'
rights. For a detailed history of the Re-
publican party and its relation to other po-
litical organizations, see POLITICAL PARTIES
ix THE UNITED STATES,

The Anti-Federalist party took the name
Republican when it came into power in 1801,
at the election of Jefferson. Later it took
the name Democratic-Republican, and this
was finally changed to Democratic, a name it
still retains. See DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

REPUDIATION, a refusal on the part of
a government to pay the debts contracted
by the governments which have preceded it.
Repudiation has sometimes been resorted to
by the smaller American republics and by
states of the Union. It is frequently prac-
ticed by pretended or revolutionary govern-
ments which have no permanent existence.
Sometimes cities, counties and towns have re-
sorted to the practice.

REQUISITION.   See EXTRADITION.

RESACA DE LA PALMA, re sah'kah da
lali pahl'ma, BATTUJ OF, a short but severe
engagement which occurred May 9, 1846, be-
tween a force of 5,000 Mexicans, under
General Arista, and about 2,300 Americans,
tinder General Zaehary Taylor. The battle
took place in Resaca de la Palma ravine, in
Cameron County, Texas, four miles north
of Brownsville. This was disputed territory,
as Mexico insisted that the Nueces River, not
the Rio Grande, was its northern boundary.
After the battle the United States declared
war on Mexico. See MEXICAN WAR.

RESERVOIR, resfurvwor, an artificial
basin for storing a large quantity of water.
The construction of a reservoir often requires
great engineering skill. In the selection of
a site the great object should be to choose a
position which will give the means for col-
lecting with as little recourse as possible to
artificial structures or excavations. The em-
bankments or dams may be constructed either
of masonry or earthwork, but the latter is
the more usual, since it is generally the more
economical method. Reservoirs in which the
dams are built of earthwork must be provided
with a waste-weir, to admit of the surplus
water flowing over; in the reservoirs of which
the dams are built of masonry there is no
necessity for a waste-weir, as then the water
may be allowed to overflow the wall, there be-

ing no fear of its endangering the works.
Among the largest reservoirs connected with
city water systems are the Croton and
Ashoken reservoirs which supply New York
City, and that of the Metropolitan Water
Supply District of Boston. The largest
reservoirs are those connected with irrigation
projects. See IRRIGATION ; RECLAMATION
SERVICE; WATERWORKS.
RESINS, rez'inz, a class of vegetable sub-
stances, insoluble in water, soluble in alcohol
and easily softened or melted by heat. They
are extensively used in the manufacture of
varnish. Resins are transparent or translu-
cent, and have generally a yellow-brown color.
They become electrified when rubbed. Resins
may be divided into three classes: (1) Those
which exude spontaneously from plants or
from incisions in the stems and branches.
Represented by benzoin, dragon's blood, Peru
balsam, storax, copaiba, copal, lac, myrrh
and turpentine; (2) resins extracted from
plants by alcohol or other solvents, among
which are gum ammoniacum, angelica root,
Indian hemp, cubebs, manna and squill; (3)
fossil resins, occurring in coal or lignite beds,
such as amber, asphalt, copaline and fossil
caoutchouc. Some resins, when combined
with essential oils, give out a fragrant odor.
Rosin is the name given resins exuding from
cone-bearing trees. See ROSIN ; TURPENTINE.
RESOLUTIONS OF 1798. See KEN-
TUCKY AND VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS.
RESPIRATION.   See BREATHING.
RESTIGOUCHE, restigoostt, RIVER, a
stream in Canada famous for its trout and
salmon. It flows in a general northeasterly
direction about 200 miles, separating New
Brunswick from the province of Quebec. The
name, an Indian word meaning dividing Wee
the hand, has reference to its five branches,
each from fifty to seventy miles long. The
river, navigable about eighteen miles, dis-
charges into Chaleur Bay, an arm of the
Gulf of Saint Lawrence. A tidal wave as-
cends the estuary twenty-four miles.
RESTORATION, res toh ra'sJmn, in his-
tory the return of a country to monarchical
government. It is particularly applied to the
reestablishment of the monarchy in England,
succeeding the Commonwealth under Crom-
well. Cromwell had beheaded the tyrannical
Charles I and had set up the Commonwealth
in 1649, ruling it with a strong and able hand.
After his death unsettled conditions led to
the overthrow of the Commonwealth in 1659